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Jersey galleries and basement rooms at Osterley Park and House 
illuminated by contemporary artists’ video exhibition ‘Changing Places’
25 November 2017 - 23 February 2018

Funland by Bani Abidi (six-screen video installation) installed at Roundhouse in Birmingham earlier on the 
Changing Places tour. Courtesy of the artist and Film and Video Umbrella. Funland was commissioned by the 8th Berlin Biennale.

fvu.co.uk  #PlacesChanging  @FilmVidUmbrella

Film and Video Umbrella’s touring exhibition Changing Places arrives at Osterley Park and 
House on 25 November, illuminating the Jersey Galleries in the basement of the house with 
contemporary artists’ video work. A six-screen video installation, a filmic exploration of an 
abandoned power station and an installation of sound and objects will remain in the galleries all 
winter, offering a creative way to explore the property’s historic connections. 

The Changing Places tour takes contemporary artworks from the South Asian region and 
presents them within historic buildings across England. The featured works are all by artists with 
a connection to Bangladesh, India or Pakistan and have been paired with particular buildings to 
highlight threads of England’s shared history with that region. Osterley Park and House is one 
of eight participating venues. Its three specially selected artworks will invite visitors to reflect on 
aspects of the building’s history from an international perspective. 

Bani Abidi’s six-screen video installation Funland depicts Karachi, the main sea port of Pakistan 
and a strategically important city for the former British Empire. Abidi’s work highlights the 
tensions arising from Karachi’s rapid development, featuring a dilapidated cinema building burnt 

http://www.fvu.co.uk/whats-on/current-coming-up/changing-places-osterley-park-and-house
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/placeschanging/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/FilmVidUmbrella


down by protestors, the fate of a theme park resting on the construction of the country’s tallest 
skyscraper, and a library undergoing extreme censorship. 

Imran Channa’s installation Dust to Dust consists of actual dust samples, gathered from 
Osterley Park and House and several other buildings on the Changing Places tour. Many of 
the tour’s buildings have a connection to Britain’s imperial past, so what he presents might be 
read as a commentary on how even the grandest of empires dwindles to nothing in the end. 
Accompanying the jars of dust is a large partially erased drawing of the Crystal Palace, and a 
soundtrack that tells the story of Channa’s tour around Britain. Inspired by the writing style of the 
privileged explorers who visited and documented the colonies, Channa’s tale elaborates greatly 
on his journey and creates something resembling a Kipling-era adventure.

Desire Machine Collective’s film Residue invites us to reflect on the value placed on heritage and 
preservation. Shown in one of the atmospheric, vaulted storage rooms beneath the House, it 
depicts the crumbling, forgotten, yet monumental space of a disused power station outside the 
artists’ hometown of Guwahati in northern India. The film explores the architecture as it becomes 
engulfed by the nature that surrounds it. 

Changing Places is a Film and Video Umbrella touring exhibition, supported by Arts Council 
England, Canal & River Trust, National Trust, City of Bradford Metropolitan District Council, 
Hastings Museum & Art Gallery, Phoenix Leicester, Feltech, Links Signs and Heritage Lottery 
Fund. Curated by Mariam Zulfiqar.

Mariam Zulfiqar, Curator, Film and Video Umbrella, said:

“The bringing together of these particular works at Osterley Park and House offers a different 
perspective on the intertwined histories of Britain and South Asia, in the hope that we are armed 
with better tools with which to comprehend our current circumstances.”

“The 70th anniversary of Indian independence is an ideal opportunity to consider some of the 
industrial architecture that sprung up in the boom years of trade with the Indian subcontinent, 
and how a model of industrial production that was forged in the Britain of the 19th century has 
been transported to other parts of the globe. By siting works by artists in a number of venues 
that embody Britain’s imperial industrial heritage, we want to illuminate this experience of 
change: in the change of use of the buildings themselves, or in the wider urban environments in 
which they are located.” 

VIEW CURATOR INTERVIEW

Benjamin Moxham, Visitor Experience Manager, Osterley Park and House:

“We are delighted to welcome FVU’s Changing Places to Osterley Park and House this winter. 
The exhibition gives us the opportunity to highlight our own collection and links to South 
Asia, perhaps most strikingly seen in Imran Channa’s exhibit ‘Dust to Dust’, whilst at the same 
time allowing us the opportunity to share with our visitors some incredible and talented 
contemporary artists in our winter exhibition spaces.”

Grace Davies, Contemporary Arts Programme Manager, National Trust:

“We are delighted to be working with FVU to present Changing Places, which presents work 
that resonates with the South Asian links within three National Trust places - Roundhouse in 
Birmingham, Quarry Bank in Cheshire and Osterley in Greater London. The project also marks 
the 70th anniversary of Indian Independence, and the start of a period of research for National 
Trust that explores the links between our places and India, and will culminate in a programme of 
events in 2022 - the 75th anniversary of Indian Independence.“

https://youtu.be/JU4yAj_7mMU?list=PLSED1u0zC_8FbT54K0XIjXrSND6PX20Yh


Image 2:

Residue, Desire Machine 
Collective. Installed at 
The House Mill earlier on 
the Changing Places tour.
Courtesy of Film and Video 
Umbrella. Photographer: 
Anna Arca

Image 3:

Dust to Dust, Imran 
Channa (installation view)
Courtesy of Film and Video 
Umbrella. Photographer: 
Catarina Rodrigues

Image 1:

Funland, Bani Abidi. 
Installed at Roundhouse 
in Birmingham earlier on 
the Changing Places tour.
Courtesy of Film and Video 
Umbrella. Photographer: 
Jana Eastwood. Funland 
was commissioned by the 
8th Berlin Biennale.
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Exhibition title:    Changing Places
Showing at Osterley: 

Dates:    25 November 2017 - 23 February 2018
Address:    Jersey Road, Isleworth, Middlesex, TW7 4RB (sat nav: TW7 4RD)
Opening times:   11am - 4pm daily. Last entry 3pm.

Website    Details of the exhibition at Osterley Park and House
Website (national tour)  Full national tour dates for Changing Places, Exhibition Guide and  
    details  of all artworks and venues on the tour.

Film and Video Umbrella commissions, curates, produces and presents artists’ moving-image 
works that are staged in collaboration with galleries and other cultural partners. Since the late 
1980s, FVU has been at the forefront of this vibrant and expanding area of practice, promoting 
innovation through its support of some of the most exciting figures on the contemporary scene. 
During this time, the organisation has commissioned and produced nearly 200 different artists’ 
projects, ranging from ambitious multi-screen installations to shorter film and video pieces, as 
well as numerous online commissions.  
fvu.co.uk

Managed by the National Trust, Osterley Park and House is one of the finest Robert Adam 
buildings in the country. Within the building, you will find rooms full of colour and harmony. Here, 
the Childs displayed works of international significance and highest craftsmanship – a striking 
collection of pieces acquired through their East India Company connections. The wider estate 
remains as one of West London’s largest open spaces with meadows, lawns, lakes and wooded 
areas to explore. All this is complemented  by a year-round programme of activities which ensure 
Osterley Park and House is suitable for everyone to enjoy. 
nationaltrust.org.uk/osterley-park-and-house

Audio visual installation courtesy of award-winning systems integrator, Feltech.  
feltech.co.uk

A Film and Video Umbrella touring exhibition, supported by Arts Council 
England, Canal & River Trust, National Trust, City of Bradford Metropolitan 
District Council, Hastings Museum & Art Gallery, Phoenix Leicester, Feltech, 
Links Signs and Heritage Lottery Fund. Curated by Mariam Zulfiqar.

Funland, Bani Abidi (six-screen video installation); Dust to Dust, 
Imran Channa (installation of objects, drawing and sound); 
Residue, Desire Machine Collective (video)
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