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Changing Places: Exhibition of contemporary art at Cliffe Castle 
Museum offers an alternative view of the building’s history
21 October - 19 November 2017

Showing at Cliffe Castle Museum: Machine, Ravi Agarwal, 2007 (video still) 
Courtesy of the artist and Film and Video Umbrella.

fvu.co.uk  #PlacesChanging  @FilmVidUmbrella

Film and Video Umbrella’s touring exhibition of contemporary art arrives at Cliffe Castle on 
Saturday 21 October. Four artworks will be presented amongst the museum’s collection, 
including an installation of dust and an interactive soundscape that brings a sacred forest into 
the Grand Drawing Room.

The Changing Places tour takes contemporary artworks from the South Asian region, using 
video, sound and installation, and presents them in historic buildings across England. The 
featured works are all by contemporary artists with a connection to Bangladesh, India or Pakistan 
and are paired with particular buildings to illuminate threads of England’s shared history with 
that region. Cliffe Castle in Keighley is one of eight participating venues across the country and 
its four specially selected artworks will illustrate aspects of the building’s history. 

In this former home of a Victorian millionaire, two video works by artist Ravi Agarwal, Machine 
and The Mixer, will play side by side filling the Bracewell Smith Hall with the sound of operating 
machinery. The videos show the reality of the role that human labour still plays in manufacturing, 
construction and ultimately the creation of wealth. 

http://www.fvu.co.uk/whats-on/current-coming-up/changing-places-cliffe-castle-museum
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/placeschanging/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/FilmVidUmbrella


In the Grand Drawing Room, visitors can interact with Desire Machine Collective’s sound work 
Trespassers will (not) be prosecuted. It transposes the sounds from a sacred forest in northern 
India into the castle’s interior. Surrounded by the bird motifs on furnishings and textile hangings, 
the sounds draw eerily on the absence of a genuine natural environment. Take a walk around 
and see how the presence of people affects the sounds you hear.

Imran Channa’s installation Dust to Dust consists of actual dust, swept up from Cliffe Castle 
Museum and several other buildings on the Changing Places tour. Many of the buildings have 
a connection to Britain’s imperial past, so what he presents might be read as a commentary 
on how even the grandest of empires dwindles to residue in the end. Channa also produced 
a large-scale drawing of the Crystal Palace, which he then partially erased leaving only the 
indentations on the paper. The Crystal Palace was famously destroyed by fire in 1936, but Cliffe 
Castle houses one of the original pieces from its Great Exhibition of 1851, which now sits in close 
proximity to the remains of Channa’s drawing. 

Changing Places is a Film and Video Umbrella touring exhibition, supported by Arts Council 
England, Canal & River Trust, National Trust, City of Bradford Metropolitan District Council, 
Hastings Museum & Art Gallery, Phoenix Leicester, Feltech, Links Signs and Heritage Lottery 
Fund. Curated by Mariam Zulfiqar.

Mariam Zulfiqar, Curator, Film and Video Umbrella, said:

“The bringing together of these particular works at Cliffe Castle offers a different perspective 
on the intertwined histories of Britain and South Asia, in the hope that we are armed with better 
tools with which to comprehend our current circumstances.”

“The 70th anniversary of Indian independence is an ideal opportunity to consider some of the 
industrial architecture that sprung up in the boom years of trade with the Indian subcontinent, 
and how a model of industrial production that was forged in the Britain of the 19th century has 
been transported to other parts of the globe. By siting works by artists in a number of venues 
that embody Britain’s imperial industrial heritage, we want to illuminate this experience of 
change: in the change of use of the buildings themselves, or in the wider urban environments in 
which they are located.” 

VIEW CURATOR INTERVIEW

Councillor Sarah Ferriby, Bradford Council’s Executive Member for Environment, Sport 
and Culture, said: 

“We’re proud to be supporting this highly creative exhibition that employs different media to 
convey our links with South Asia. It is interesting that these works are being shown at the former 
home of a Victorian millionaire who made his fortune from textile production and transportation. 
Cliffe Castle Museum has a fascinating history and always shows the most intriguing exhibitions. 
There is always something interesting to see here.”

Notes to Editor:

Anna Billington, Film and Video Umbrella:  
anna@fvu.co.uk  /  020 7407 7755

Kirsty Young, Assistant Curator, City of Bradford Metropolitan District Council: 
Kirsty.Young@bradford.gov.uk  /  01535 618237

https://youtu.be/JU4yAj_7mMU?list=PLSED1u0zC_8FbT54K0XIjXrSND6PX20Yh


The Grand Drawing 
Room at Cliffe Castle, 
where Desire Machine 
Collective’s sound 
installation will play.

Showing at Cliffe Castle: 

Machine, Ravi Agarwal 
(video still)
Courtesy of the artist and 
Film and Video Umbrella.

Showing at Cliffe Castle: 

Dust to Dust, Imran 
Channa (installation view)
Courtesy of Film and Video 
Umbrella. 
Photographer: Catarina 
Rodrigues



Exhibition title:    Changing Places
Showing at Cliffe Castle: The Mixer, Ravi Agarwal (video); Machine, Ravi Agarwal (video);   
    Dust to Dust, Imran Channa (installation of objects, drawing   
    and sound); Trespassers will (not) be prosecuted, Desire Machine   
    Collective (sound installation)
Dates:    21 October - 19 November 2017
Address:    Spring Gardens Lane, Keighley, West Yorkshire, BD20 6LH
Opening times:   Tuesday - Friday 10am - 4pm, Saturday & Sunday 11am - 4pm   
    Closed on Mondays
Admission:    Free

Website    Details of the Cliffe Castle exhibition
Website (national tour)  Full national tour dates, Exhibition Guide and details    
    of all artworks and venues on the tour

Film and Video Umbrella commissions, curates, produces and presents artists’ moving-image 
works that are staged in collaboration with galleries and other cultural partners. Since the late 
1980s, FVU has been at the forefront of this vibrant and expanding area of practice, promoting 
innovation through its support of some of the most exciting figures on the contemporary scene. 
During this time, the organisation has commissioned and produced nearly 200 different artists’ 
projects, ranging from ambitious multi-screen installations to shorter film and video pieces, as 
well as numerous online commissions.  fvu.co.uk

Cliffe Castle was originally the home of Victorian millionaire and textile manufacturer, Henry 
Isaac Butterfield. Completed in the 1880s the building was funded by the Butterfield family’s 
industrial empire which included wool textile mills and a shipping business that took British 
goods to Europe, America and China. The completed house was a showpiece of international 
art and French decoration. It was the scene of many glittering social events. Butterfield family 
connections included the Roosevelt’s of America and members of the court of Napoleon III. In 
the 1950s the Castle was bought by Sir Bracewell Smith, a local man who became Lord Mayor of 
London. Sir Bracewell used architect Sir Albert Richardson to turn Cliffe Castle’s gardens into a 
grand public park and remodelled the Castle to be a free museum for the people of the district.

In recent years Cliffe Castle has undergone a major restoration. Visitors can see sparkling 
Victorian rooms and furniture, paintings, and decorative art. Special galleries deal with natural 
history, archaeology and social history, all of which can be seen on your visit along with the 
internationally important display of stained glass by Morris and Co. The Castle also hosts 
changing exhibitions from our collections and the community. Family areas ensure that there is 
something for all ages.  bradfordmuseums.org

Audio visual installation courtesy of award-winning systems integrator, Feltech.  feltech.co.uk

A Film and Video Umbrella touring exhibition, supported by Arts Council 
England, Canal & River Trust, National Trust, City of Bradford Metropolitan 
District Council, Hastings Museum & Art Gallery, Phoenix Leicester, Feltech, 
Links Signs and Heritage Lottery Fund. Curated by Mariam Zulfiqar.

http://www.fvu.co.uk/whats-on/current-coming-up/changing-places-cliffe-castle-museum
http://www.fvu.co.uk/projects/fvu-touring-exhibition-changing-places
http://www.fvu.co.uk/
http://www.bradfordmuseums.org/venues/cliffe-castle-museum
http://www.feltech.co.uk/

